
VILLAGE OF MATTESON ZONING CODE ORDINANCE 159.03 

159.03 RULES AND INTERPRETATIONS 
 
A. LANGUAGE.  In the interpretation of this code the following rules for construction of language 

shall be observed and applied except when the context clearly indicates otherwise: 
 

1. Particular.  The particular shall control the general. 
 

2. Mandatory.  The word “shall” is mandatory and not discretionary. 
 

3. Permissive.  The word “may” is permissive. 
 

4. Tense.  Words used in the present tense shall include the future. 
 

5. Number.  Words used in the singular number shall include the plural, and the plural the 
singular. 

 
6. Multiple Meanings.  The phrase “used for” shall include the phrases “maintained for,” 

“reserved for,” and “occupied for.” 
 
B. MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS.  In their interpretation and application, the provisions of this 

code shall be held to be minimum requirements for the promotion of the public health, safety, 
morals, comfort, convenience, and general welfare. 

 
C. OTHER AGREEMENTS.  It is not intended by this code to interfere with or abrogate or annul 

any easements, covenants, or other agreements between parties; provided, however, that in all 
cases where this code imposes greater restrictions that are imposed or required by such covenants 
or agreements, the provisions of this code shall control. 

 
D. OTHER REGULATIONS.  It is not intended by this code to interfere with or abrogate or annul 

any other ordinance, rules, regulations or permits previously adopted or issued not in conflict with 
any of the provisions of this code, or which shall be adopted or issued pursuant to law relating to 
the use of buildings or premises and likewise not in conflict with this code.  However, the 
provisions in this code are cumulative, and additional limitations on all other laws and ordinances 
heretofore passed or which may be passed hereafter governing any subject matter in this code. 

 
E. NO LICENSE.  Nothing contained in this code shall be deemed to be a consent, license, or permit 

to use any property, or to locate, construct, or maintain any building, structure, or facility, or to 
carry on trade, industry, occupation, or activity. 

 


